CHAPTER 7

AND afterwards on the twelfth day, when three Kings
came with their gifts, and worshipped Our Ix>rd in His
Mother's lap, this creature, Our I/ady's handmaiden,
beholding all the process in contemplation, wept wondrous
sore.
And when she saw that they would take their leave to
go home again into their country, she could not bear that
they should go from the Presence of Our Ix>rd, and for
wonder that they should go, she cried wondrous sore.
Soon after came an angel, and bade Our Lady and Joseph
iob  to go from the country of Bethlehem into Egypt, Then
went this creature forth with Our Lady, day by day find-
ing her harbourage with great reverence and many sweet
thoughts and high meditations, and also high contempla-
tion, sometimes continuing in weeping two hours and
often longer in mind of Our Lord's Passion without
ceasing, sometimes for her own sin, sometimes for the sin
of the people, sometimes for the souls in Purgatory, some-
times for them that were in poverty and dis-easc, for she
desired to comfort them all.
Sometimes she wept full plenteously and full boister-
ously for desire of the bliss of Heaven, and because she
was so long deferred therefrom. She greatly coveted to
be delivered out of this wretched world. Our Lord Jesus
Christ said to her mind that she should abide and languish
in love, 'for I have ordained thee to kneel before the